Introduction
The world and religious life of observant Jews during the Holocaust have never stood at the center of Holocaust research, and in spite of decades of intensive study of the subject, there are still fundamental issues that have not been examined in depth.1 Historians have rarely integrated the religious narrative into the general historical one,2 whereas works written by ultra-Orthodox authors have principally emphasized personal and religious miracle stories while ignoring other aspects of the religious confrontation with the Holocaust, thus * I would like to thank the anonymous readers of this article, whose notes helped me to improve it. My research assistant, Nir Itzik, assisted in the final stages of preparing this publication, and his devoted and precise work was most helpful. 
